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A note from the Head
Dear Parents and Carers
I hope you all had a wonderful break and got to enjoy the lovely weather we have had. The children
have all come back raring to go and full of enthusiasm. We have lots planned for this term and details
of all our events will come out soon. Please also see page 3 for a brief overview.
It has been so lovely to see some of our children wearing the new uniform, they look so smart!
Please remember there is no obligation to purchase this until your child grows out of their current
uniform.
Thank you to Mrs Godly and Mr Saltearn for running the book fair this week, we hope you managed
to come in and have a look at the range of books there was on offer.
The Year 5 and 6 children enjoyed a warm day at Forest School today. Mrs Blacker is so impressed
with their skills and what they have remembered from previous Forest School sessions. Well done
everyone. Can I please remind parents and carers of the importance of supervising their children
when dropping off at Forest School. Until the nominated start time, children remain in the care of their
parents/carers. We are mindful that the Forest School site is more hazardous than the playground,
so we thank you for your support in being extra vigilant. Could we ask if there are any parents who
could supply some firewood for Forest School? If so, please speak to Mrs Blacker or Susie.

Mrs Manning and Mrs Roadnight both commented on the buzz of Stay and Play on Thursday, it was
brilliant to see so many parents and children there, and some new faces too. Please do spread the
word about our wonderful Prechool as we are always looking for new children to join us.
This week we welcomed Finley into Class 1, he has settled in so well and the children have all made him feel really welcome, well done Class 1 - it’s like he’s been here
for ages. We are really pleased to have you here, Finley.
was also great to welcome Bertie, Finley’s younger brother, to Preschool. Everyone remarked on how easily he
has slotted in with our wonderful Preschool group. Huge
thanks also to Finley and Bertie’s dad who is coming into
school every Thursday lunchtime to run a basketball club
for any child who wishes to attend. Brilliant!

It

Have a lovely bank holiday and we look forward to seeing
you on Tuesday.
Best wishes

Welcome to our school, Finley!
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DIARY DATES
W/C 2ND MAY

Daily

8.00am deadline for booking school meals on the Gateway

Monday 2nd May

Bank Holiday—school closed

Tuesday 3rd May

Class 2—PE lessons today (wear PE kit)
Cookery Club, 3.30pm-4.30pm (spaces still available)

Wednesday 4th May

Class 2—PE lessons today (wear PE kit)
Class 1—Lunchtime Sports Club (wear trainers)
SSW Sports Club, 3.30pm-4.30pm (spaces still available)

Thursday 5th May

School Office closed today for offsite meeting—emails will be
checked periodically
Stay & Play: 10am-11.30am
Lunchtime Basketball Club, open to all children
Art Club, 3.30pm-4.30pm (full)

Friday 8th April

Class 1—PE lessons today (wear PE kit)
Forest School Years 5 & 6

Emails sent this week: Scholastic Book Fair, Class 1 Summer Learning, Year 1 and 2 Spellings, Class
2 Summer Learning, Class 2 Spellings, Summer Term Clubs
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WHAT’S ON?
SUMMER HALF TERM 1 - APRIL AND MAY

Don’t forget to like our Facebook page for news and updates
Whole School Photo
Thursday 19th May
Forest School
Yrs 5 & 6: Fri 29th April & 6th May
Yrs 3 & 4: Fri 13th, 20th & 27th
May

Every Thursday, 1000-1130
A free and friendly session for
babies, toddlers and their
parents/carers.

Mondays after school

Class 1 Dance Workshop
Thursday 12th May

Engineering and Creativity.
Places still available.

After School Sports Club
Wednesdays with SSW
For children who have signed up.
Places still available.

Tuesdays
after school with Mrs Miali
For children who have
signed up. Places still
available.

Preschool trip to
Rosemoor
Wednesday
11th May

Class 2 Medieval
Storytelling
Workshop
Monday 16th May

Art Club
Thursdays with Mrs Miali
For children who have
signed up.
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YEAR 6 SATS
W/C 9TH MAY
Our Year 6 children will be sitting their statutory Year 6 tests in the week commencing 9 th May. The
timetable is below.
There is nothing for the children to worry about in this week; they have undertaken practice papers in
assessment week and know the format and style of the assessments. The children will complete
these in The Cabin with Mrs Godly as she is very familiar with administrating these assessments.
As in the past, we would like to invite the Year 6 children to come in early to school at 8.15am during
SATS week and share a breakfast together. They will enjoy bacon rolls, juice and some other treats.
This is a lovely way for them to start the day and relax with their friends. Younger siblings of our Year
6 children may also come into school early for this week if this helps families with morning logistics,
and head to their usual classroom. Breakfast will only be provided for Year 6 children.
Monday am
Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar – Paper 1
Spelling Punctuation & Grammar – Paper 2
Tuesday am
English Reading
Wednesday am
Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)
Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning)
Thursday am - Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning)

If you have any questions or concerns about SATS, please don’t hesitate to contact Mrs Godly or
myself via the office.

Mrs Fenemore
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THE LEARNING ZONE
SHARING OUR LEARNING AND A MESSAGE FROM THE TEACHERS
Class 1
We hope you all had a lovely Easter break. The children have come back to school full of enthusiasm
and we have had a very busy week. We have all been delighted to welcome Finley to our class. The
after school and lunchtime clubs have proved very popular and everyone who participated really
enjoyed themselves.
Reception have been learning about baby animals this week, thinking about farm animals in
particular. They have also learnt a ‘Days of the Week’ song and how to use British Sign Language
to sign the days.
Years 1 and 2 have started a unit of work on the book, Lord of the Forest by Caroline Pitcher. They
have learnt some of the text, written character descriptions for some of the animals and changed
some of the text to the first person. In Maths, Year 1 have been consolidating their learning of place
value, shapes and numbers by completing some problem solving and investigation activities. Year 2
have been completing their learning about fractions. They have created fraction number lines and
found out that some fractions are equivalent.
In other lessons, the children have been creating their own Barefoot Island maps, practising their ball
dribbling skills and listening to pieces of music from The Planets by Gustav Holst (for ICT) .
We also enjoyed meeting Finley’s dad for our first basketball club on Thursday. What fun all the
children had!
We hope you all have a great
Bank Holiday weekend and
look forward to seeing you all
next Tuesday.
Cate Godly
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THE LEARNING ZONE
SHARING OUR LEARNING AND A MESSAGE FROM THE TEACHERS
Class 2
It has been great to welcome the children back after half term. We have had a busy week in Class 2,
- as ever!
We have started our new sequence in English. We have
started to read Paddington goes to Town and have been
creating our own stories around Paddington in the bathroom. We have been writing a story just using speech.
In Science, Year 3 and 4 have been learning about the
digestive system and have been labelling the different
parts of the digestive system and have been discussing
the process of digestion. Year 5 and 6 have been learning about the role blood plays in the body and how it
transports oxygen. They had a very hands-on session
outside in the playground consolidating their learning
The children used red and blue bibs to represent oxygenated and de-oxygenated blood being pumped by the
heart to the lungs, with body parts represented by
cones.
On Thursday, we welcomed Mr Pailthorpe, the editor of the Nympton News in to Class 2. He has
challenged us to interview older members of our community who remember the Queen’s coronation
as part of a project he is creating to celebrate this year’s Platinum Jubilee. This is a project that we’d
like to ask the children to undertake at home. A letter with full details will sent out early next week.
Have a great long weekend.
Mr Saltearn

Page 6

LITTLE WOODLANDS
NEW TERM LEARNING
We hope you had a fantastic Easter holiday. Lovely sunny days
full of chocolate, we hope?!!
This is a short 5-week half term but we have returned with a
spring in our step ready for an exciting term of learning ahead.
This half-term we welcome Bertie to Preschool. We are sure he
will settle in quickly and soon become a huge part of our setting.
Our topic this half term is Happy and Healthy. We will be focusing on the concept of Our Environment and we
will look at the different ways we can use our environment to stay happy and healthy, including growing fresh
fruit and vegetables, cooking with healthy ingredients, being responsible for our own personal self-care, partaking in exercise both inside and outside and looking after our local environment by re-cycling, re-using and composting.
Under the Early Years Foundation Stage, the seven areas of learning and development will be covered
as follows this half term:
Personal Social and Emotional Development - Talk about feelings—use words such as happy, sad, angry,
worried, frustrated, patient. Manage, name and recognise our emotions. Have confidence in our own abilities
and learn to manage set-backs and disappointments. Learn to take responsibility to look after ourselves and
our bodies through healthy eating, exercise, managing our personal needs independently and looking after our
environment.
Communication and Language – Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens, be able to sequence them (Jasper’s Beanstalk, Jack and the Beanstalk). Listen with increased attention to sounds (initial letter sounds using Little Wandle). Show interest in recognising familiar words including formulating graphemes in related context e.g. writing own name.
Introduce a range of vocabulary (seed, seedling, plant, diet,
protein, carbohydrate, re-cycle, compost, environment) and
begin to use vocabulary in everyday conversation.
Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it
for many turns, articulating ideas – offering opinions and
asking questions.
Literacy - Listen and respond to a range of books and stories-fiction and non-fiction (Jasper’s Beanstalk, Oliver’s Vegetables, Oliver’s Fruit Salad, How to grow a bean, Jack and the Beanstalk). Enjoy rhymes, poems and
songs together.
Develop phonological awareness – spot and suggest rhymes, count or clap syllables in words
Talk about a variety of subjects using new vocabulary

Use some of their print knowledge in early writing
Physical Development -. Continue to develop our movement – under/over/using
large equipment
Start taking part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, or in
teams
Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long
plank safely, carrying large hollow blocks/bricks/digging (construction/
garden design)
Be increasingly independent as they get dressed/undressed/take care of
personal toileting needs.
Continue to develop fine motor control (Write Dance, Dough gym) and
begin to show a preference for a dominant hand.
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LITTLE WOODLANDS
NEWS FROM THE PRESCHOOL
Expressive Art and Design – Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan (garden planning and
design)
Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors, trowels, forks
Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils.
Explore colour and colour mixing.
Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use these shapes to represent objects.
Draw with increasing complexity and detail.
Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear, etc.
Remember and sing entire songs.
Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts
and feelings.
Experiment with sounds using musical instruments.
Understanding the world
DT – Make imaginative and complex small worlds with blocks
and construction kits. Explore different materials freely, in order
to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.
Science – Begin to understand the need to respect and care for
the natural environment and all living things. Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. Make healthy
choices about food, drink, activity and tooth brushing.
Maths Number - Recite numbers past 5, sequence
numbers in order to 10.
Say one number name for each item in order: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.
(Know that the last number reached when counting a
small set of objects tells you how many there are in total,
cardinal principle)
Fast recognition of up to 3 objects (subertising)
Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.
Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the
right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5.
Solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up
to 5 (construction/garden design)

Shape & Space
Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity.
Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words, such
as ‘first’, ‘then…’
Explore the concept of changes over time (plants, our bodies)
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LITTLE WOODLANDS
NEWS FROM THE PRESCHOOL
Helpful reminders for this term
Uniform
Uniform is not compulsory and children are obviously more than welcome to wear their own clothes. However,
if you would like to order a school jumper, please see page 11.
We do recommend that children don’t wear their best outfits as we encourage them to spend time outside
playing with water, sand, mud and general messy stuff. We would hate for them to ruin their best clothes!
Snack
Unfortunately, fruit will no longer be provided for morning snack. Could we ask you to bring in a healthy snack
for your child for them to enjoy mid-morning? Milk is available daily. Please continue to bring in water bottles
for your children.
Development scrap books and assessments
Your child’s key person (Tammie takes on this role in our setting) will gather observational evidence to assess
your child’s development under the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. You will receive two reports
with regard to your child’s progress and we will update you on their next steps during termly parent’s evenings
via Zoom. At the end of their time with us you will be given a scrap book containing photographs, art work etc.
as a memento of their nursery journey.
Sun-cream/Sun hats/Summer clothing
Fingers crossed as the term progresses the weather will become warmer. We will shortly be sending out permission slips for you to authorise re-application of sun cream. Could we ask you to put sun cream on your
child in the morning and we will re-apply at lunch time? Please ensure their bottle of sun cream is left in their
bags and named. Could they also bring in a sun hat and, if it is a particularly sunny day, avoid strappy tops
that do not cover shoulders. Many thanks.
We are really looking forward to an exciting half-term ahead and feel privileged to be able to share your child’s
learning and development with you.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Cherry, Tammie and Emma
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AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
There will be no clubs on Monday 2nd May (bank holiday) or w/c 11th or 18th July.
Please note that club bookings are non-refundable.
Clubs are open to all children from Reception to Year 6.

Day

Club

How to book

Equipment
required

Cost

Monday

Lego Sense

Book direct with OCASW by clicking
here

None

£4.50
Follow booking
per
link
session

Password is kingsnympton

How to make
payment

Max no.
places
15

Tuesday

Cookery

Places still available. Email Susie to
join up.

Weekly
£3 per Gateway
requirements session
are emailed

12

Wednesday

Sports

Book direct with SSW by clicking here

Wear PE kit

Free of
charge

16

Thursday

Art

Full—email Susie to be added to the
waiting list.

Apron or old
shirt

£3 per Gateway
session

N/A

16

*Lego Sense Club
Monday 25th April and Monday 9th May will be the last 2 sessions of the Spring block (replacements for cancelled
sessions). The Summer block which you can sign up for using the new link will begin on Monday 16th May.
Nick has a baby due in June so there may be last minute changes to session dates around that time! Any missed
sessions will be made up or refunded.
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NEW UNIFORM
Our school colour is jade green, with grey trousers, shorts or skirts.
Winter


school sweatshirt/cardigan (preferably with logo)



white school polo shirt



grey trousers, shorts, skirt or pinafore



navy blue or grey socks/tights - no patterns



flat hair bands - no large bows or elaborate designs



black trainers or shoes that are suitable for exercise,
no open-toed shoes

Summer
The winter uniform may be worn year-round or children may wear
a NAVY blue and white checked school dress. Please note that light blue
and white checked school dresses are widely available but our
uniform is NAVY blue and white check.
PE


Navy blue hoodie with school logo OR



Plain navy blue or black, unbranded hoodie/sweatshirt



Plain, unbranded navy blue or black shorts or joggers



Plain white t-shirt



Black trainers

On the days children have PE lessons or club, children should come
to school wearing their PE kit. PE hoodies should only be worn on PE
days and are not part of standard school uniform.
Uniform Supplier

School sweatshirts (£11), cardigans (£12.50) and PE hoodies (£12.50) with the school logo (for
adult sizes, add £2 per item) are available from:
Maritime Motifs, Griffins Yard, North Road, South Molton, EX36 3AZ. Free parking on-site.
Tel 01769 572727. Opening hours Mon-Fri, 0830-1700. Please ring ahead to place your order.
Plain jade green school sweatshirts are available online from supermarkets.
Book Bags
Children should have a school book bag and not a rucksack to carry their
reading books to and from home. Navy blue book bags printed with the
school logo can be purchased via the SchoolGateway at a cost of £5.95.
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SUMMER MENU
Side salad is offered with the main course and fresh fruit or yoghurt
as an alternative to the daily pudding is also available.

Daily deadline for orders: 8am
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ITEMS OF INTEREST
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TERM DATES

ALSO AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE: SEE PARENT INFO SECTION
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Families with children in Class 1 who
are eligible are encouraged to apply
as the funding is in addition to
Universal Free School Meals!

If your circumstances have changed and you are now in receipt of one or more
of the following:


Universal credit (provided you have a net income of £7400 or less)



Income support



Income-based jobseekers’ allowance



Income-related employment and support allowance



Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999



The guaranteed element of state pension credit

Child tax credit, provided that you are not also entitled to working tax credit
and have an annual gross income of £16,190 or less


You may be eligible for pupil premium funding for
Kings Nympton Primary School, which entitles
your child/ren to receive Free School Meals.
It takes less than a minute to apply.
Visit the Citizen Portal Devon
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCsCitizenPortal_LIVE

or call the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019.
If eligible, please send a screenshot
of your confirmation to
admin@kingsnympton.devon.sch.uk
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